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• Offer explanatory text in call-out boxes

• Embed explanatory text about error and bias in the narrative itself

• Aggregate up to reduce uncertainty because people often ignore MOEs

• Visualize uncertainty with error bands (line chart) or bars (bar chart)

• Flag values where error is “too large” relative to estimate (coded threshold)

• Show only the MOE/CI when it’s “too large” relative to estimate (coded threshold)

• Suppress or visually disconnect problematic values from trend lines

• Include other measures for context

• Warn when the numerator or denominator is small but not suppressed

• Decline to use datasets or variables that are worse than nothing

• Use the data limitations to make the case for investing in better data

Strategies we use at CINow
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Show error bars or bands

Example from Bexar Data Dive
dive.cinow.info

This project  was supported by the Office of Minority Health of the U.S. Department  of Health and Human Serv ices (HHS) as part  of a financial assistance award totaling $800,000 with 100 percent funded by OMH/OASH/HHS. The 
contents are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official views of, nor an endorsement by, OMH/OASH/HHS, or the U.S. Government . For  more information, please visit www.minorityhealth.hhs.gov.
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.png charts generated in R – ask us for our code!

Example from South Bexar County 2023 Community Health Needs Assessment Report Example from 2024 Disability Access in San Antonio Indicator Report (as yet unpublished)
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Flag values where error is “too large” relative to estimate (coded threshold)

Example from 2019 Racial Equity Indicator Report
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Show only the MOE/CI when it’s “too large” relative to estimate 

Example from 2016 Bexar County Community Health Needs Assessment



You’re doing the hard work of 

changing our community for 

the better. 

How can we help?

Questions?
Laura.C.McKieran@uth.tmc.edu
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